the road. Already requests have been received from localities as far away as Oregon 
and Washington. 

This popular and informative exhibit was sponsored by the Northern California 
Public Health Association and the Health Education Committee of the Western 
Division, American Public Health Association, It was prepared in the Department 
of Exhibits of the California Academy of Sciences, by Mr. Frank ‘Tose and his 
capable assistants. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


NOoTICE is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its meeting, 
June 12, 1942, approved the applications of Miss Betty J. Hammerly, Mr. Milford 
Mertens, Professor C. B. van Niel, and Mr. Robert N. Wi ing for MEMBERSHIP in 
the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these appli- 
cants be received at the office of the Academy within two weeks after June 25, 1942, 
they will be considered elected. 
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DONATIONS TO ACADEMY LIBRARY 


Durinc April, May, and the first half of June, the list of accessions to the Academy's 
Library included 21 gifts from donors in six states and one foreign country. 
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ds uly Announcement 


THE REGULAR JULY MEETING of the California Academy of 
Sciences will be held in the Auditorium of the Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company, 245 Market Street, on Wednesday evening, July 1, 1942, at 
eight o'clock. After a brief business meeting, the following lecture 
will be given 


WAR GASES 


By Dr. CHAUNCEY D. LEAKE 
Professor of Pharmacology 
University of California Medical School 


Dr. Leake is particularly qualified to give authoritative information 
on this topic of timely interest, having served in the Chemical War- 
fare Service during the preceding World War and being at present 
Consultant on War Gases to the United States Public Health Service. 
Dr. Leake will explain the types of gas most likely to be used, their 
properties and effects, methods of treatment, and particularly those 
precautions which civilians may take in the event of gas being used in 
attacking centers of population. 

Dr. Leake, in addition to his work as a university professor and tech- 
nical consultant, is a member of the Council of the California Academy 
of Sciences. 

The public is cordially invited to attend Dr. Leake’s lecture. 
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SCIENTISTS CONVENE AT SALT LAKE CITY 
NotrwitHSTANDING difficulties of transportation and various dislocations arising 
from the participation of so many of its members and staff directly or indirectly 
in the war effort, the Academy was well represented at the meeting of the Pacific 
Division, American Association for the Advancement of Science, elds in Salt Lake 
City, June 15-20, 1942. This was the twenty-sixth annual meeting of the Pacific 
Division, and the one hundred cleyenth mee ting of the eee cation: All sessions 
were held on the campus of the University of Utah. 

On Thursday morning, June 18, a special session was held under the sponsorship 
of the Academy for the discussion of problems of light and visibility, the program 
consisting of a progress report of the Committee on Natural Illumination formed 
a year ago. The following reports were scheduled: “Continuous Recordings of Day- 
light i in San Francisco,’ by Dr. Robert C. Miller, California Academy of Sciences; 

“Progress in Methods for the Continuous Recording of Visible Light,’ by Dr. 
Alexander Breese, United States Weather Bureau; come Problems of Visibility,’ 
by Professor C. L. Utterback, University of Washington; “Natural Illumination as 
a Limiting Factor in Plant Growth,’ by Professor A. R. Davis, University of Cali- 
fornia. The session was concluded with a round-table discussion, at which plans 
were outlined for the work of the Committee during the coming year. 

Another program on which the Academy was par pone represented was that of 
the Oceanographic Society of the Pacific, ‘of which Dr. Robert C. Miller, Director 
of the Academy, is President. This society, at the request of the Academy's recently 
organized Committee on Latent Natural Resources, sponsored a symposium on 

gitermacces of the Sea for Wartime Economy:’ Specialists were invited to speak 
on the latent marine fisheries resources of California, Mexico, the Northwest and 
Alaska, the kelp resources of the Pacific Coast and their present and potential util- 
ization, and the economic relations of the marine plankton. 

Among papers on the general program of the Oceanographic Society, the follow- 
ing were contcbured by rember of the Academy’s staff: “A Study of Artemia,’ 
by Alvin Seale, Emeritus Superintendent of the Steinhart Aquarium; “Observations 
on the Character and Abundance of Plankton as Affecting Penetration of Light into 
Sea Water,’ by Robert RP Dempster, Scientific Assistant in the Steinhart Aquari ium; 
and “The Distribution and Seasonal Occurrence of Fouling Organisms in Pacific 
Waters,’ by Robert C. Miller. Fouling organisms include barnacles, hydroids, mus- 
sels and other forms of aquatic life which grow on the hulls of ships to an extent 
that may seriously reduce their speed. 

Limitations of space prevent our listing the papers contributed by members of 
the Academy to the programs of other! societies participating in the Salt Lake 
City meeting; but we can spare a couple of lines to note that our inquiring reporter 


has discovered that, of the ten-man Executive Committee of the Pacific Division, 
American Association for the Advancement of Science, exactly one-half are mem- 
bers of the California Academy of Sciences. 
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New Honorary APPOINTMENTS 


PERIODICALLY we awaken to the fact that somebody has been doing so much solid 
hard work for the Academy that his name ought to be put on a bronze plaque. Not 
being able to get any bronze plaques for che: duration, the best we are able to do 
is to recognize such contributions of time, effort and scientific knowledge by hon- 
orary appointments, Ata recent meeting of the Academy's Council, the following 
such : appointments were made in the Department of Entomology: 

E. O. Essig, Professor of Entomology, University of California—Research Asso- 
ciate in Homoptera. 

G. FE Ferris, Professor of Entomology, Stanford University—Research Associate 
in Micro-Entomology. 

E. Gorton Linsley, Instructor in Entomology, University of California—Research 
Associate in Coleoptera. 

R. L. Usinger, Instructor in Entomology, University of California—Research As- 
sociate in Hemiptera. 
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Dr. Hanna APPOINTED ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


AT A MEETING of the Academy’s Council on June 12, Dr. G. Dallas Hanna was 
appointed to the post of Administrative Assistant. In this position he will assist the 
Director in the administration of the Museum and the Steinhart Aquarium, and 
will serve as Acting Director on occasions when the Director is absent. He will 
continue to serve as Curator of the Department of Paleontology, a post he has held 
since 1922. 

Dr. Hanna is widely known for his contributions to oil geology, micro-paleontol- 
ogy, and microscopic technique. He has also Ww ritten | xtensiv ely on fossil and recent 
Mollusca. 


a 
— 


NuTRITION EXHIBIT IN DEMAND 


THe Acapdemy’s exhibit on “Nutrition for Wartime Needs,’ which was stated in 
the last issue of the News Lerrer to be temporarily in Seattle for exhibit at the 
annual meeting of the Western Division of the American Public Health Association, 
has been rerorned to the Academy and was immediately sent to Palo Alto, where 
it was exhibited at the meeting of the Northern California Public Health Associa- 
tion on June 6, and was kept on display for some days thereafter at the Palo Alto 
Community Center, It is now briefly on exhibit again at the Academy’s Museum, 
rior to being sent to San Jose and other cities. 

It looks increasingly as though we shall have to duplicate this exhibit in order to 

keep one set of hed food models on display in the Museum while the other is on 


